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We are going to continue in the book of Colossians with a sermon that I have titled, “The Risen 

Marriage.”  I pray that this time in the Word will bring renewed life and purpose to the marriages 

that are a part of Bethel Grace.  I pray that it will give perspective to those who are looking 

forward to someday being married.  I pray that this will also help all of us to have renewed 

clarity in a day of distortion about just what marriage is and how God has designed it to work.   

 

As we dig in to what is here for us in the Word of God this morning, I thought it would be 

helpful to start off by recognizing and pointing out the great difference there is between Genesis 

Chapter 3 and Colossians Chapter 3.   

 

Genesis Chapter 3 contains the record of the fall of the human race into sin.  It is the account of 

Adam and Eve, and it presents the moment that they broke God’s command concerning the Tree 

of Knowledge.  The Lord had declared, “In the day that you eat of it you will surely die.”   

 

They went on and ate of the tree and they led the human race into the condition of spiritual death.  

They were severed from the life of God.  And sin has been perpetuated into the human nature 

ever since, and the wages of sin continues to be death , just as it was in Genesis Chapter 3.  We 

see the effects of this all throughout the world, and in society, and we see the effects of it in 

marriage too. 

 

It is because of this that some people have pointed out that marriage is like a three ring circus.  

First there is the engagement ring.  Then there is the wedding ring.  Then comes the suffer-ring.  

That is kind of a cynical joke, but it is the reality for so many people who have been joined 

together in the bond of marriage. 

 

There are many people, countless people, that are suffering in that relationship.  That is a fact.  

This week I looked up and found that the current rate of divorce is 44%.  That is down a little bit 

from the 49% that was the rate of divorce in the year 2000, but those who study such things tell 

us that the reason the percentage of divorce has decreased is because there are fewer and fewer 

people actually getting married. 

 

For those that are not divorced, there is also the reality that there are many people that are 

grinding it out in marriages that are not uplifting, that are not fulfilling, that are not fruitful, that 

are not having the joy that God intended when He created marriage.   

 

All of that did not have its beginning in Genesis Chapters 1 and 2 when God designed the first 

man and the first woman and created marriage, but all of that was unleashed in Genesis Chapter 

3, with the fall of the human race into sin. 

 

“The Risen Marriage” 

Colossians 3:18-19 

May 22, 2022 

 



2 

 

But what a glorious contrast we have when we consider the content of Colossian Chapter 3, 

because the book of Colossians was written thirty years after the incarnation and the crucifixion 

and the resurrection of King Jesus the Messiah.  It was written to instruct us about the supremacy 

of who Christ is and the sufficiency that is found in His grace for the salvation of sinners and for 

new life. 

 

When you read through Colossians Chapter 3, you have a chapter that is descriptive and gives 

power to what it is describing.  It is all about the new life risen by virtue of union with Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  So Colossians Chapter 3 opens up by declaring to the church,  

 
1
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 

 

If you have been raised in Christ, the implication being if you have come to faith in Christ by the 

grace of God and your eyes are opened to Jesus and you are trusting in Him, you have been 

raised in Christ.  You have been joined to the new risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

So Genesis Chapter 3 presents the human race fallen in Adam.  Colossians Chapter 3 presents 

the church of God raised up in Christ.  Genesis Chapter 3 is about death in the first man.  

Colossians Chapter 3 is about life in the God-man.  Genesis Chapter 3 is about the fallen 

creation.  Colossians Chapter 3 is about the new creation that God is working out through His 

Messiah. 

 

Now, moving into the next section of the book of Colossians, Paul talked about the new, raised, 

resurrected life in Christ.  This is not talking about physical resurrection.  Physical resurrection 

awaits the return of Jesus Christ our Lord.  But there is the spiritual resurrection that occurs in 

the life the dead sinner, who is now made alive by the grace of God. 

 

Moving through what remains in the book of Colossians and into this next section, we see what 

the new risen life in Christ looks like in the various spheres of life in this world.  So when we left 

off in Colossians Chapter 3, we learned about how the resurrection of Christ, by the power of the 

Holy Spirit, empowers holiness of life in those that are abiding in Jesus. 

 

We read about how the new resurrection life, it empower new relationships in the church as we 

are being clothed with the graciousness qualities that are laid out for us in Chapter 3 and Verses 

12 through 17.   

 

Now moving forward, we see what this risen life in Christ is to look like as it moves into the 

home; as it moves into marriage; as it moves into parenting; as it moves into the workplace, and 

as it moves into its descriptions and instructions for life in the believer in the midst of the 

unbelievers around them in the world. 

 

As we move into the portion of Scripture ahead of us this morning, we will see how the 

resurrection of Christ, this new life, touches and empowers marriages among those who believe.  

It gives the instructions for marriage among those risen in Christ. 
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So let’s read beginning in Verse 17 and through the remainder of Chapter 3, focusing on Verses 

18 and 19 this morning.  Let’s read about the new life.  Verse 17: 

 
17

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
18

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  
19

Husbands, love your 

wives, and do not be harsh with them.  
20

Children, obey your parents in everything 

for this pleases the Lord.  
21

Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become 

discouraged.  
22

Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly 

masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, 

fearing the Lord.  
23

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 

men, 
24

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward.  

You are serving the Lord Christ.  
25

For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the 

wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 

 

So we have what remains for us in Colossians Chapter 3.  May the Lord bless the reading and 

teaching of His Word.  Here in what I have just read, we have a preview of what is ahead of us in 

the weeks ahead. 

 

But this morning I want for us all to see how the new life in Christ is to be lived out in marriage 

for the brothers and sisters that are in Christ.  We will take a close look at the two sentence in 

Verse 18 and 19.  I want for you to know that they contain profound truths in compact form.  I 

would like to share this with you this morning, trusting the Spirit of God to be at work here in 

our midst. 

 

I want to start off by trying to capture the complete reversal of the curse that we have in these 

two verses.  In Genesis Chapter 3, we read how the curse that has been released in the world due 

to sin does in fact touch marriage.  And Paul, the author of this text, being a rabbinic Jew, being 

a man who was a Pharisee, he would have been intimately aware with the teaching of the book of 

Genesis. 

 

This teaching was engrained into his mind and his thinking and his world view as a man who 

was so familiar with Scripture and even throughout the book of Colossian, Paul kept coming 

back to the doctrine of creation.  Even here, you can be sure that God’s created order and how 

that was distorted by the curse was in Paul’s heart and mind. 

 

Looking back at what it says in Genesis Chapter 3 and Verse 16, we see how the curse does in 

fact bring difficulty into marriage.  In Genesis Chapter 3 and Verse 16, it says: 

 
16

To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 

 in pain you shall bring forth children. 

Your desire shall be for your husband, 

 and he shall rule over you.” 
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There is so much more to the curse as it is released in Genesis Chapter 3, but here we see how 

two aspects of Eve’s life that were intended to bring so much joy, would then be invaded with 

pain.  First in the bearing and rearing of children.  Then also in marriage to her husband. 

 

We see this language of conflict in the marital union in the second half of Verse 16.  Let us recall 

and take to heart that in the beginning, Adam and Eve were created equally in the image and 

likeness of God with complementary roles.  Adam was formed first, given the instruction by God 

to lead.  Eve was created from Adam to complete Adam; to be his partner, close to his heart and 

his high-capacity helper in all that God was calling them to do.   

 

Prior to the fall, there was perfect harmony in these roles but after the fall, things became 

difficult.  In Eve, there would now be the inward desire and fight to want to direct her husband 

and to dictate to him and to control him and to rail against him when things were not going her 

way.  That is what Genesis Verse 16 is talking about when it says, “Your desire will be for your 

husband.” 

 

Likewise with Adam, instead of gently guiding and guarding and loving his wife, he would lord 

it over her and have the temptation to be exploitive, with the reality of the male gender taking 

advantage of its testosterone and its muscle mass, so often to dominate and intimidate women. 

 

One commentator by the name of Allan Ross put it this way about this text:  The woman at her 

worst would be a nemesis to the man, and the man at his worst would dominate the woman.  

These are expressions of the curse that now comes at the result of sin. 

 

But moving forward into the renewal that King Jesus brings, we see a reversal in marriage that is 

empowered by His grace.  It is the glorious picture of what God had designed it to be all along.  

So instead of being a nemesis in the words of Ross, the wife. empowered the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. is a means of loving support to her husband. 

 

Then instead of being a person who would dominate, there is humility entering into the heart of 

the man, being one who lovingly serves his wife.  It is beautifully reciprocated.  It is humility as 

they love and carry out the calling of God upon their lives together.   

 

It all turns around empowered by the One even prophesied way back in Genesis Chapter 3—the 

Messiah who would come, yes, His heel would be bruised by the enemy, but He would bruise the 

enemy’s head.  Jesus would come bringing the victory.  And He comes bringing victory in 

marriages that are filled with His grace as they are living the resurrected life. 

 

As in the power of the Holy Spirit, husbands and wives both are casting off all of the old grave 

clothe qualities of resentment and wrath and malice and anger, as they are putting on the new 

qualities of life: 

 
12

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience 
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As couples are mutually living with this character with one another, they can live out the roles 

that are given to them in marriage in this energetic cycle that brings glory to the Lord.  So 

Colossians Chapter 3 shows us the reversal of the curse that is found in Genesis Chapter 3.   

 

But it must be in the power of the Holy Spirit that this is carried out, because I don’t know if any 

of you have realized this yet, but there are still lingering remnants  of Adam in us.  Sometimes 

that frustration will build up.  Anger will build up.  Resentment will build up and how we need 

the grace of Jesus as we confess our ongoing need and sin to Him to transform and renew us. 

 

It is with all of this in context that we come to the compact teaching about marriage that is before 

us this morning in Verses 18 and 19.  I want for us to look at the spousal roles that are given for 

the risen marriage.  No, with the language of the risen marriage, I am not saying that human 

marriage is eternal or it is going to last into Heaven in the great resurrection in the age to come. 

 

Marriage is for a  time between a husband and a wife in this world, not for eternity.  But in this 

time, we have power from the Spirit to live in a way that is consistent with the resurrection of 

Christ.  There will be marriage in Heaven, by the way.  Christ and His church.  And marriages in 

the church are meant to be a Gospel display, a mirror, of the great, glorious grace of Christ 

loving the church and the church loving and honoring the Savior. 

 

So it is with that purpose in mind that we look into the instructions that are given to us here.  

Let’s see what is here for us in the spousal roles for the risen marriage.  Paul started with the 

ladies.  Ladies first!  Are you ready for this, ladies?  This is the Word of God.  Bring it!   

 

Spousal Roles for the Risen Marriage 

 

1. Instruction for the Wife:  Humble Submission (3:18) 

 

That is what is given to us here in this text.   

 
18

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 

 

Can I get an amen?  Amen, this is God’s Word and it is good.   

 
18

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 

 

This is a crucial phrase, “as is fitting in the Lord.”  Many people in the modern world, men and 

women alike, are rubbed the wrong by this language of wives, submit to your husbands.  Many 

including voices in the church will say that Paul was just expressing what was fitting for 

marriage in the antiquated context of First Century Rome. 

 

Male headship was the way of Roman society and the church did not need to go rocking the boat, 

so they just needed to get on board with what was happening in the rest of society so that it could 

be a good witness to the rest society.  But now we don’t need to be living by the constructs of a 

previous culture.  That is what many people will say. 
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However, what we read here in this text is not Paul saying, “wives submit to your husbands as is 

fitting in the First Century context of Patria Potestas.”  Patria Potestas being the power of the 

Roman father, which was in fact excessive in that day and age.  But that is not what Paul said.  

He said,  

 
18

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 

 

This posture of humility; of a wife to her husband, is good and it is consistent with God’s intent 

in creation and it is extends into this age of redemption that we are living in now.  It is God’s 

will.  And it is good. 

 

The first two words, “Wives, submit.”  That is what it says.  To your husbands.  The Greek word 

that is translated submit is Hupotasso and it means to “order under” or to “arrange under.”  It is a 

matter of putting yourself in the place of support of another person’s leadership of rank. 

 

The idea of submission does not have to do with either partner being smarter or more skillful or 

more talented than the other.  In fact, in many cases the one called to submit might be more 

talented and a sharper tool in the shed than the one they are being called to submit to.  Yet, in His 

design, God has called men to lead in the home and in the church.  This context is in the home 

and a wife is called to support and enhance and graciously come into submission to that 

leadership and not to usurp it.  This is the teaching of Scripture. 

 

Scholars tell us that the form of the verb  (hypotassesthe) is in the middle voice.  It could be 

translated like this: wives, submit yourselves to your husband. And it is indicative of the fact that 

this submission is to be voluntary.  The wife’s submission is never to be forced upon her by a 

demanding husband.   

 

Instead, it is something to be inspired within her by the power of the Holy Spirit, knowing that 

the Lord God is going to hold this man accountable for the way of his leadership.  She comes 

alongside with grace to help him to lead well with prayer and by giving him love and support.   

 

Notice also that this defines the sphere of a wife’s submission.  It is to her husband.  The King 

James Version points this out.  It says, “Wives, submit to your own husband.”  The Bible does 

not command a general submission of women to men.  Instead, it defines the arrangement for 

marriage—wives unto their own husbands. 

 

That means that if some random man came and decided that he was going to try to assert some 

kind of authority on my wife, Kristy, my Kristy could tell him to mind his own business or to 

talk to her husband about it.  She could graciously remind him that submission is her 

arrangement with her husband, not him. 

 

As is the case in every human relationship, the call to submit is not absolute.  There are 

exceptions to this command for a wife to submit to her husband.  If the husband gives direction 

in such a way that it would lead his wife into sin, she must not submit to what he is telling her to 

do.  Or if the husband is mentally incapacitated or if he is under the influence of intoxicating 

substances, the wife may not submit if he comes up with off the wall issues of instruction. 
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But the fact remains that the instruction that God gives to the wife who is alive in Christ is that 

she is to arrange herself in support of the leadership of her husband.  This is the teaching of the 

Word of God.   

 

But how does this play itself out in the daily grind of life?  I was thinking about the context there 

in Colossae and what this might have been like for those very real married couples.  It occurred 

to me that they were not so different from us.  They faced issues that are comparable to issues 

that we face. 

 

Do you remember when we were talking about the introduction to the book of Colossians?  We 

learned about the city of Colossae.  We talked about how it was a historic town, yet it was a 

declining town.  At one point it was on the well-traveled route from the east to west and the west 

to the east there in Asia Minor in Turkey, in that beautiful Lycus River Valley. 

 

But then the Romans came and paved their wonderful and vast road system.  And when they 

paved the road close to Colossae, they moved it upward about ten miles to the north.  The road 

was built going through other towns that were increased and developed, Hierapolis and 

Laodicea.  Then Colossae went into an economic decline and their hard life got harder.  Has 

anyone else noticed that life is getting hard as far economics go?  Perhaps that leads to decisions 

that are not easy decisions for couples to make. 

 

So I wonder if there were families who had been rooted in Colossae all of their lives.  They were 

attached to that city, then it becomes evident that it was not providing the way that it had 

previously provided for them.  So the discussion arose that they had to move.  The husband and 

wife talked about what they should do.  Should they stay in Colossae with its declining economy 

or should they pull up everything and move north where there might be more opportunities for 

their family. 

 

Let’s say that the husband and wife were believers in Christ, so they were praying and seeking 

Christ for His wisdom about what to do, but they came to opposite conclusions.  Ouch!  The 

husband said they has to move north.  The wife said that life was here.  Or vice versa.  And here  

came a potential collision in their marriage. 

 

Here in this text, the Lord is giving the wife the yield sign in marriage.  Follow your husband’s 

lead.  He is responsible for this decision in a way that you are not.  The wise husband will seek 

his wife’s counsel and he will make a decision with her best interests in view.  That is how God 

is calling him to lead. 

 

But this language, “Wives, submit to your own husband,” is intended to avoid a wreck.  

Understand, wives, the Lord is calling you to yield and to get on board and to be a support to 

your husband in what is happening.   

 

Maybe it’s not to the point where we are going to move, but perhaps it’s just a matter of doing 

the monthly budget.  Husbands and wives, that’s a good thing to do together because, listen to 

this, the primary vision of marriage is that of union.  Genesis Chapter 2 and Verse 24: 
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24

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 

and they shall become one flesh. 

 

Do you understand that the primary picture of marriage is that of union?  You go together, but 

then there will come times where you don’t agree about a certain issue.   Maybe even just in the 

monthly budget.  Inflations is rising and expenses are exceeding the income and things need to 

be cut out of the budget.  You pray about it together and you cannot agree.   

 
18

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 
 

This is what the Word of God is teaching us.  Follow His lead.  Pray for the fullness of the Spirit 

for him and for you and pray that this can be an energizing cycle that the Lord will bless as you 

step out in faith.   

 

This is the teaching that comes to us from Scripture, starting back in Genesis Chapter 2 in and 

through the New Testament.  No, it was not just for the Roman context of Patria Potestas, but it 

is for today.  This is the Word of the Lord for us and it is good and it is live-giving. 

 

Now husbands, I am getting into point two now without entering it yet.  Husbands, receiving this 

teaching about how a wife is to submit and support her husband in these ways, understand and 

really think through the implication of these things, because this ought to produce a sense of fear, 

trembling, compassion, and sympathy toward what she is being called and empowered to do by 

God. 

 

This is not easy.  Well, I’m just a husband and I am assuming it is not easy.  Wives, is this easy?  

Maybe in some cases it is and maybe in some cases it is not.  Husbands, think about this and 

imagine you are convinced that a certain way is the right way to go, but you, following the 

authority that God has established, you need to go the other way.  Think about what’s going to be 

triggered in you. 

 

Husbands, this is why we must understand that Colossians Chapter 3 and Verses 12 through 17 

precedes what’s here in this text; how we are to dwell with one another and specifically in 

marriage, with compassion, with humility, with understanding, and with grace, because this is 

not easy. 

 

Understand this too, marriage is one aspect of the Christian witness to the world and this is what 

the Lord is calling wives to, so understand husbands that this will also be an area of spiritual 

warfare.  There can be things that are triggered and risen up as Satan attacks.  That is why 

husband’s need to be sympathetic and patient. 

 

Are you a wonderful Mr. Dreamboat to be submissive to?  Contrary to your opinion, you might 

not be.  But, brothers in Christ, the gravity of this teaching ought to be sobering and if not, we 

need to pray, “Lord, let Your Spirit work in me so that I can be the kind of gracious, 

compassionate, Christlike husband that will be easy to submit to when those areas of honest 

disagreement come.” 
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This is all about the risen Christ and life in Christ!  And we need to be Christlike.  There are 

going to be times, husbands, that even though you disagree with your wife, you need to do what 

she wants to do, because that is going to be a matter of loving her.  There are going to be times 

when you sacrifice, and that is a good thing. 

 

In all of this, the statement remains: 

 
18

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 
 

Just thinking about how different human beings are truly wired in their temperament, some 

women easygoing by nature.  They just have a compliance that is so easy for them.  And there 

are others who have such a strong perspective, and they may feel that this passage is for the 

people who are built for it.  No, it is for them too, and this is the work of Christ.  This is part of 

their discipleship.  This is not just for the submissive types, this is for Christian wives.   

 

Husbands, brothers, we don’t take this saying that it is a good deal for us.  Where is my throne, 

the recliner and my scepter, the remote control?  No, no, expect discipline from the hand of God 

if you get a chauvinistic attitude about this, because she is a daughter of the Kingdom, clothed 

with dignity, given wisdom, given understanding into your life for your good. 

 

So, husbands, you need to be respectful and wherever you are not, you need to pray, “Lord, 

transform me.  It is going to take a death and a resurrection.  Slay my flesh and let me lead with 

wisdom.”   

 

Husbands, you are called to lead, and many wives wish their husbands would in fact lead.  They 

just wish he would make a decision.  They wish he would be more involved.  And, husbands, we 

are to be involved, and, husbands, we are to be involved—intimately involved in all of the affairs 

of marriage, not just at work where you are battling for bread, but at home too.  You are to be 

involved.  Present.  Leading.  Husbands, Jesus wants to cloth you with power to lead with love 

and, wives, He wants to cloth you with grace to be responsive to his leadership. 

 

Now we continue, and see what the husbands are called to, and see the instruction given to the 

husband in the risen marriage: 

 

2. Instruction for the Husband: Sacrificial Love  (3:19) 

 

The husband is to give sacrificial love that mirrors the sacrificial love of Jesus Christ, when we 

look at the full expression of the New Testament teaching.  Here it is in compact form. Verse 19: 

 
19

Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 

 

Now in our time, we read Verse 18 and that is the verse that gets all kinds of eyebrows raised!  

Did Paul really say that and does it still apply?  In the context of the First Century Roman 

Empire, it is Verse 19 that gets a “what?!”  Because marriage was not typically a reciprocated 

humility in the First Century world. 
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So wives might read Verse 18, and say, “Well, that demands a lot of me, but I’m not so sure that 

Verse 19 demands a lot of him.”  Verse 18 does demand a lot as our flesh will grate against it, 

but Verse 19 demands a lot also, and, praise God, the Holy Spirit through the resurrection power 

of Jesus Christ is the One who supplies the power for what is demanded in this commandment 

that is given to us in Scripture. 

 
19

Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 

 

You come to a place of a difficult decision and your wife does not agree, and the tendency that 

will rise up in you, husband, when she does not immediately see the glorious wisdom of your 

way is to feel resentment.  What, are you questioning my wisdom, here?!  Don’t be harsh with 

her.  That is harshness is Genesis Chapter 3 and Verse 16, but we are in Colossians Chapter 3 

now and there is love.  

 

By the way, what is love?  What is the first quality of love as defined in the love chapter?  

Patience!  And you better believe that it applies to the home and to marriage.  Love is patient.  

Love is kind,  You can read I Corinthians Chapter 13 on your own, but Colossians says: 

 
19

Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 

 

The Greek word for love here is agape.  Agape is a decisive, servant-hearted love.  It is the kind 

of love that is focused on the well-being of the person loved, even to the place of self-denial.  

Agape is the kind of self-giving love that gives without demand or the expectation of repayment. 

 

Agape is the kind of love that keeps on loving, even when rejected.  Agape love gives because it 

wants to give, not because it is expecting something in repayment.  It loves because it loves.  It 

loves to give, not to get.  This is agape love and this is powerful, and we don’t love like that. 

 

We are by nature so inward oriented and selfish and it takes a work of death and resurrection in 

order to love in the way of Jesus Christ.  So we come to the Lord, we come into the light, 

husbands, praying, “Father, I confess that I am so self-absorbed and self-interested, I need for 

you to totally take over and produce Christ in me.  Help me to love.” 

 

When this verse says “love your wives.” it is using agape, not phileo.  So, it is not the warm 

affection of friendly love, although I would argue that that warm affection of phileo falls under 

the umbrella of agape. love with kindness in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The love stated here is not the eros love of physical attraction, either.  But I would say that in a 

Christian marriage, physical intimacy and affection falls under the larger umbrella of agape love.  

Yes, husbands and wives, each couple ought to be an enthusiastic student of the book called, 

Song of Solomon.  Intimacy is something you do to serve your partner and to love them. 

 

Husbands, love your wives, and just understand that this is going to require a total reorientation 

of how you think and how you live everyday empowered by Heaven into your home.  So, 

husbands, I know how you think because it is how I think.  It is very common for us to wake up 
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in the morning and we are thinking about the demands upon our day.  We are thinking about the 

anxieties that fill our minds.  We think about the ache in our lower backs and how it needs to be 

alleviated.  We think about the hunger that we wake up with and what we want for breakfast. 

 

That is find and good, but according to the larger vision of marriage given also in the companion 

epistle to Colossians, that of Ephesians, husbands, you are to love your wives as you love your 

own flesh, your own bodies.  So, yes, you have demands on your day—your headaches, your 

hunger, your anxieties—but as you are raised up in the power of Jesus Christ our Lord, and 

serving in the way of His agape love, you are going to be every bit as concerned, if not more 

concerned, for the demands on her day, for the anxieties in her mind, for the pain in her neck. 

 

This is life raised in Christ Jesus.  It is not that you step in and do everything for her.  She is 

perfectly capable of doing things for herself, but you have understanding and the desire to serve 

and bless her and to pray for her and to see where she needs your help.  This is what it is to love 

your wife.  Husbands, love your wives as Christ loves the church and gave Himself up for her. 

 

So in all of this, at the heart of Christian marriage is a principle that is so very utterly powerful in 

the Kingdom of God.  It is the character and the practice of humility.  The wife is called to 

humility.  The husband is called to humility.  This is the vision that is laid out before us and this 

is what we need power from God to live out in our lives because left to ourselves in the 

tendencies of our own flesh, we will fail and we have failed.  But there is mercy and there is new 

life in Jesus, and He desires to fill homes with His joy.   

 

So we receive this from the heart of God to us for our good.  Brothers and sisters, let us pray as 

we close that He will give us a new desire to live this way in the very limited time that we have 

this thing called human marriage before it gives way to the glory to come.  Whatever the 

arrangement is in eternity, it is going to be even better than what we have now, but now with the 

help of God, let’s live out marriage to the glory that He intends. 

 

With that, will you go to the Lord with me in prayer? 

 

 


